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o f m a g n i t u d e f o r a c h i l d t r y i n g t o m a t c h h e r o w n g r a m m a t i c a l r u l e s t o t h o s e o f 
t h e s u r r o u n d i n g s p e e c h c o m m u n i t y . 

T h e r u l e s o f l a n g u a g e a r e p r o p e r t i e s o f t h e m i n d . L i n g u i s t s g o o n t o a s k w h a t 
c o n s e q u e n c e s c a n b e d r a w n f o r o t h e r i n q u i r i e s i n t o t h e m i n d a n d f o r i n q u i r i e s 
i n t o t h e b r a i n . W e t r y t o f i n d a n s w e r s t o t h e f o l l o w i n g q u e s t i o n s : H o w a r e g r a m ­
m a t i c a l r u l e s d e p l o y e d w h e n s p e a k i n g a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g l a n g u a g e ? W h e r e is t h e 
seat o f l a n g u a g e i n t h e b r a i n ? H o w a r e t h e s y m b o l i c c o m p u t a t i o n s t h a t c o r r e ­
s p o n d t o g r a m m a t i c a l r u l e s i m p l e m e n t e d b y n e u r o n s i n t h e b r a i n ? T h e s e q u e s ­
tions f e e d i n t o y e t o t h e r s : W h a t is t h e a r c h i t e c t u r e o f t h e m i n d ? I s t h e m i n d a 
c o l l e c t i o n o f h i g U y s p e c i a l i z e d c o m p u t i n g d e v i c e s o r a n a l l - p u r p o s e i n f o r m a t i o n 
p r o c e s s o r ? F i n a l l y , w i t h a s o l i d u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e s t r u c t u r e o f l a n g u a g e i n t h e 
b a c k g r o u n d , w e c a n t r y t o add r e s s t h e q u e s t i o n o f w h a t d i s t i n g u i s h e s o u r m i n d s 
f r o m t h o s e o f o u r c l o s e s t l i v i n g r e l a t i v e , t h e c h i m p . L i n g u i s t s c a n n o t h e l p b u t b e 
s t r u c k b y t h e i m p o r t a n c e t h a t l a n g u a g e h a s f o r t h e l i f e o f o u r spec ies , m a r v e l a t 
t h e i n t r i c a c i e s o f i t s r u l e s , a n d b e f a s c i n a t e d b y p u z z l e o f h o w c h i l d r e n c a n ac­
q u i r e t h e s e i n t r i c a t e s y s t e m s b e f o r e t h e y c a n tie t h e i r shoe l a c e s . 

Dr Klaus Abels, Programme Director of the BA in Unguistics, UCL 

Discovering language: an interview with 
Professor Dicl< Hudson of the UKLO 

I came across linguistics whilst reading Spanish philology at university. For a module on histor­
ical linguistics I analysed the natural process of language evolution and the inexorable imprints 
left behind in the Iberian Peninsula by the legacy of the Roman Empire, the invasion of the 
Moors in 711, the Reconquista and more. I recall what a refreshing experience it was to study 
how Spanish phonemes, lexis and syntax had evolved from L^atin to Castilian, including its 
most contemporary forms, as it differed greatly from more classical literary analysis. 

Unguistics is a field which is too often absent from secondary Modern Uxnguages teaching. 
Aside from the Unguistic Olympiad, there are few initiatives aiming to spark interest in pu­
pils. J am therefore grateful to Professor Dick H u d s o n for kindly introducing us to 
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this unknown realm. 

When thinking about linguistics, the first words that come to mind are an 
array of obscure terminology. There seem to be so many areas and sub-
genres to linguistics. 

W e l l , y e s , b u t t h a t ' s j u s t b e c au s e l a n g u a g e c a n b e l o o k e d a t f r o m so m a n y d i f f e r ­
e n t ang l e s . W e c a n a s k h o w i t ' s s t o r e d a n d p r o c e s s e d i n t h e b r a i n 
( n e u r o l i n g u i s t i c s ) , h o w i t v a r i e s f r o m g r o u p t o g r o u p ( s o c i o h n g u i s t i c s ) , h o w w e 
m a n i p u l a t e i t m e n t a l l y ( p s y c h o U n g u i s t i c s ) , h o w w e l e a r n i t ( d e v e l o p m e n t a l l i n ­
g u i s t i c s ) , h o w w e c a n a p p l y i t t o l a n g u a g e t e a c h i n g a n d l e a r n i n g ( a p p l i e d L i n g u i s ­
tics), a n d s o o n a n d o n . I ' d 
l i k e t o a d d a k e y i t e m t o y o u r 
l i s t : s t r u c t u r a l l i n g u i s t i c s , t h e 
s t a d y o f l a n g u a g e s t r u c t u r e . 
T h a t ' s w h e r e y o u f i n d a n o t h e r 
c o l l e c t i o n o f b r a n c h e s o f t h e 
s u b j e c t : p h o n e t i c s , p h o n o l o g y , 
m o r p h o l o g y , s y n t a x , s e m a n ­
tics, p r a g m a t i c s . A c t u a l l y , w e 
h a v e n ' t g o t a n a m e f o r t h i s 
c o l l e c t i o n , e x c e p t ' c o r e l i n ­
gu i s t i c s ' . T h a t ' s t h e k i n d o f 
w o r k I p r e f e r , a n d I see i t as 
t h e c o r e a r o u n d w h i c h a l l t h e 
o t h e r d e p a r t m e n t s a r e a r r a n g e d . Y o u c a n ' t d o a n y o i un^m wiLnuv^t u s i n g s t r u c ­
t u r a l c o n c e p t s f r o m c o r e l i n g u i s t i c s , f o r t h e s i m p l e r e a s o n t h a t l a n g u a g e i s a 
s t r u c t u r e , s o w h a t e v e r y o u say a b o u t i t s u s e o r g r o w t h , y o u ' r e a l w a y s t a l k i n g 
a b o u t s t r u c m r e s . 

What is Unguistics? Is it 'the scientific study of language'? 

Y e s , ' t h e s c i e n t i f i c s t u d y o f l a n g u a g e ' i s a g o o d a n s w e r . B u t w h e n y o u t a l k a b o u t 
' s c i e n t i f i c ' a n d ' d i s s e c t i n g ' a n d ' r u l e s ' i t s o u n d s a b i t d r y ; i t c o u l d b e as u n e x c i t i n g 
as a c h e m i c a l e x p e r i m e n t w h e r e y o u k n o w t h e o u t c o m e i n a d v a n c e o r d i s s e c t i n g 
a d e a d w o r m . A n d i n t h e w r o n g h a n d s , U n g u i s t i c s c a n b e u n e x c i t i n g . B u t i n t h e 
r i g h t h a n d s i t c o m e s t o l i f e a n d y o u r e a l i s e t h a t w h a t y o u ' r e d i s s e c t i n g i s y o u r 
o w n m i n d , o r ( m o r e g e n e r a l l y ) t h e h u m a n m i n d . A f t e r a l l , w h e n y o u ' r e s t u d y i n g 
(say) g r a m m a r , y o u ' r e a c t u a l l y s t u d y i n g t h e c o n t e n t s o f a h u m a n m i n d ; a n d i f i t ' s 
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y o u r o w n l anguage ' s g r a m m a r , i t ' s y o u r o w n m i n d t h a t y o u ' r e s t u d y i n g . O n t h e 
o t h e r h a n d , t h e m e t h o d s a r e ' s c i e n t i f i c ' i n t h e s ense t h a t w e try t o b u i l d c l e a r 
t h e o r i e s t h a t fit t h e f a c t s . T h e r e ' s n o t h i n g q u i t e as s a t i s f y i n g ( t o s o m e o f u s ) as a 
g o o d t h e o r e t i c a l e x p l a n a t i o n f o r s o m e f a m i l i a r b u t p u z z l i n g f a c t s . 

What drives you to study linguistics? 

P e r s o n a l l y , I ' v e b e e n f a s c i n a t e d b y l a n g u a g e e v e r s i n c e I w a s a t e e n a g e r . I s t a r t e d 
w i t h e t } ' m o l o g \ ' , t h e s t u d y o f r e l a t i o n s beRveen w o r d s . F o r e x a m p l e , d i d y o u 
k n o w t h a t t h e w o r d " t r e a c l e " i s r e l a t e d t o " f i e r c e " ? I n t h e m i d d l e ages, a n a n t i ­
d o t e t o t h e p o i s o n o f a fierce s n a k e w a s ( i n L a t i n ) " t h e r i a k a " , s o w h e n t r e a c l e 
w a s u s e d as a c u r e - a l l i n t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r } ' i t w a s c a l l e d " t h e r i a k u l a " ( ' l i t t i e 
t h e r i a k ' ) w h i c h t u r n e d i n t o o u r " t r e a c l e " . 

I w a s f o r t u n a t e e n o u g h t o b e t a u g h t g r a m m a r w e l l , a n d b y t h e time 1 w a s i n t h e 
S i x t h F o r m I w a s h o o k e d o n the s t r u c t u r e o f l a n g u a g e , w i t h i t s b e a u t i f u l p a t ­
t e r n s a n d c a t e g o r i e s a n d r u l e s . I n e v i t a b l y , I spec i a l i s ed i n l anguage s a t A - l e v e l 
a n d t h a t t o o k m e t o a B A i n L a n g u a g e s , b u t i n t h e l a t e 1 9 5 0 s l i n g u i s t i c s w a s j u s t 
c o m i n g i n t o o u r u n i v e r s i t i e s ( w h a t l u c k ! ) , s o I t o o k e v e r y c o u r s e I c o u l d find: 
p h o n e t i c s , g e n e r a l U n g u i s t i c s , h i s t o r y o f F r e n c h a n d G e r m a n . . . A t t h e e n d , I w a s 
h o o k e d f o r Ufe . A f a m i l y c o n n e c t i o n l e d m e t o d o a P h D o n t h e g r a m m a r o f a 
l a n g u a g e o f t h e S u d a n , i n c l u d i n g a ) ' ear i n t h e field w h i c h w a s t h e m o s t i n t e l l e c ­
t u a l l y e x c i t i n g y e a r o f m y l i f e . I t w a s aU a b o u t d i s c o v e r i n g c o n n e c t i o n s , U k e s i t ­
ting d o w n a t a g i a n t j i g s a w p u z z l e a n d f i n d i n g b i t s t h a t fit t o g e t h e r , o f t e n i n a 
v e t ) ' u n e x p e c t e d w a y . 

Why should linguistics be part of the curriculum in secondary schools? 

S i n c e l a n g u a g e is t h e m a i n t o o l t h a t w e h a v e f o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g , l e a r n i n g a n d 
c o m m u n i c a t i n g , w e r e a l l y o u g h t t o u n d e r s t a n d h o w t h i s t o o ! w o r k s a n d b e ab l e 
t o r e f l e c t o n o u r o w n l a n g u a g e a n d o t h e r p e o p l e ' s . W e h a v e t w o l a n g u a g e c r i s e s 
i n o u r s c h o o l s : i n E n g U s h t e a c h i n g w e a l l o w e n o r m o u s n u m b e r s o f c h i l d r e n t o 
l e a v e s c h o o l w i t h o u t b e i n g U t e r a t e a n d , i n f o r e i g n - l a n g u a g e t e a c h i n g , w e ' r e b e ­
c o m i n g i n c r e a s i n g l y m o n o g l o t a t a t i m e w h e n t h e r e s t o f t h e w o r l d is m o r e a n d 
m o r e p o l y g l o t . T h e s e c r i ses a r e h a p p e n i n g , i n p a r t , b e c au s e o u r s c h o o l s a r e n o t 
t e a c h i n g a b o u t l a n g u a g e as t h e y s h o u l d . 

To what extent can linguistics research affect language teachers? 

I t t o t a l l y a f f e c t s t h e m . I f y o u r m i s s i o n is t o t e a c h a l a n g u a g e , t h e n y o u h a v e s o m e 
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c o n t e n t t o t e a c h . I t d o e s n ' t m a t t e r w h e t h e r y o u ' r e a n E n g l i s h t e a c h e r o r a 
F r e n c h t e a c h e r ; i n e i t h e r case, t h e r e i s s o m e l i n g u i s t i c c o n t e n t t h a t y o u k n o w 
a n d t h a t y o u w a n t t o pass o n t o y o u r s t u d e n t s . F o r l a n g u a g e l e a r n e r s , t h e m o r e 
t h e y k n o w a b o u t h o w l a n g u a g e w o r k s , t h e eas ie r t h e y w i l l l e a r n n e w l a n g u a g e -
a g a i n , w h e t h e r t h i s is m o r e a c a d e m i c v e r s i o n s o f t h e i r o w n l a n g u a g e , o r a f o r ­
e i g n l a n g u a g e . O n e o f t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t p r i n c i p l e s u n d e r l y i n g t h e t e a c h i n g o f 
l a n g u a g e s i n s c h o o l s h o u l d b e t h a t t h e p a r t i c u l a r l a n g u a g e y o u l e a r n t h e r e 
d o e s n ' t m a t t e r m u c h : w h a t m a t t e r s is t h a t y o u ' r e l e a r n i n g h o w t o l e a r n a n e w 
l a n g u a g e . 

Which specific skills do students learn when studying linguistics at uni­
versity, beyond analytical and critical thinking? 

A n a l y t i c a l a n d c r i t i c a l t h i n k i n g a r e i m p o r t a n t a n d y o u c e r t a i n l y l e a r n t h e m w h e n 
d o i n g U n g u i s t i c s . B u t y o u l e a r n o t h e r m o r e spec i f i c s k i l l s - h o w t o c l a s s i f y a n d 
t r a n s c r i b e s o u n d s i n p h o n e t i c s , h o w t o d r a w a s en t ence ' s s t r u c t u r e o r a w o r d ' s 
s t r u c t u r e i n g r a m m a r , h o w t o n o t a t e a n d t h i n k a b o u t a s e n t e n c e ' s m e a n i n g i n 
s e m a n t i c s , a n d h o w t o h a n d l e c o m p l e x d a t a i n p r a c t i c a l l y e v e r y b r a n c h o f t h e 
s u b j e c t . I n s o m e o f t h e m o r e i n t e r a c t i o n a l a reas ( p r a g m a t i c s o r s o c i o U n g u i s t i c s ) 
y o u l e a r n t o t h i n k a b o u t h o w w e u s e l a n g u a g e as a t o o l f o r n e g o t i a t i n g s o c i a l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s , i n t h e m o r e p h y s i c a l a r ea s ( n e u r o l i n g u i s t i c s , p h o n e t i c s ) y o u l e a r n 
h o w t o ' r e a d ' a b r a i n - s c a n o r a sag i t a l s e c t i o n (a d i a g r a m s h o w i n g t h e p o s i t i o n o f 
t h e v o c a l o r g a n s i n s i d e t h e s k u l l ) o r a s p e c t r o s c o p e ( s h o w i n g t h e a c o u s t i c p r o p ­
e r t i e s o f a s o u n d ) a n d i n a l l t h e c o r e a reas y o u l e a r n o n e o r m o r e n o t a t i o n f o r 
s h o w i n g c o m p l e x r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n w o r d s , t h e i r m e a n i n g s a n d t h e i r p a r t s . I n 
s o m e areas y o u l e a r n q u a n t i t a t i v e sk iUs s u c h as s t a t i s t i c s . T h e s e a l l d e v e l o p g e n ­
e r a l sk iUs w h i c h c a n b e a p p l i e d o u t s i d e U n g u i s U c s . 

Does it necessarily require a scientific interest or background? 

N o , n o t n ece s s a r i l y . B u t i f y o u r e a l l y d i s U k e s c i ence , U n g u i s t i c s m a y h e l p y o u t o 
l o v e i t . I n t h e L i n g u i s t i c s O l y m p i a d , o n e o f t h e t h i n g s w e b o a s t a b o u t i s t h a t i t 
a t t r a c t s g i r l s a n d b o y s i n a b o u t e q u a l n u m b e r s - w h i c h is e x t r a o r d i n a r } % w h e n 
y o u t h i n k h o w g i r l s t e n d t o d o m i n a t e i n l a n g u a g e s . B o y s U k e i t b e c a u s e i t appea l s 
t o t h e i r s c i e n t i f i c b r a i n - t h e b r a i n t h a t e n j o y s c l a r i t } ' a n d s t r u c t u r e . B u t g i r l s U k e 
i t t o o , e v e n t h o u g h i t ' s ' s c i e n t i f i c ' , b e c a u s e t h e y e n j o y l anguage . T h e r e ' s a c m a l l y 
n o g o o d r e a s o n f o r a n y o n e n o t t o b e i n t e r e s t e d i n s c i ence , s o w h e n p e o p l e a r e 
s w i t c h e d o f f i t ' s p r o b a b l y j u s t a m a t t e r o f i n h e r i t e d s o c i a l a t t i t u d e s a n d t e a c h i n g 
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m e t h o d s . L i n g u i s t i c s g i v e s y o u a c h a n c e t o t e t t d n k aU t h a t . 

Apart from education, what other industry sectors can linguistics lead to? 

L i n g u i s t i c s i s a n e x c e l l e n t bas i s f o r m a n y d i f f e r e n t c a r e e r s because o f t h e i m ­
p o r t a n t t r a n s f e r a b l e s k i l l s I ' v e m e n t i o n e d . O u r g r a d u a t e s e n d u p i n b a n k i n g , p u b ­
l i s h i n g a n d a d v e r t i s i n g , f o r i n s t a n c e . B u t f o r m o r e s p e c i f i c a l l y l a n g u a g e - r e l a t e d 
j o b s , o f c o u r s e , l i n g u i s t i c s i s e s s e n t i a l . O n e p a r t i c u l a r l y i m p o r t a n t e m p l o y e r o f 
l i n g u i s t i c s g r a d u a t e s is t h e I T s e c t o r , w h e r e l a n g u a g e p r o c e s s i n g is a r e a l g r o w t h 
i n d u s t r } ' t h a t e m p l o y s s o m e o f t h e b r i g h t e s t g r a d u a t e s . T h i n k o f y o u r m o b i l e 
p h o n e , w i t h i t s p r e d i c t i v e t e x t i n g ( i n v e n t e d b y l i n g u i s t s ) a n d i t s v o i c e r e c o g n i t i o n 
s o f t w a r e ( i n v e n t e d b y p h o n e t i c i a n s ) - n o t t o m e n t i o n G o o g l e T r a n s l a t e , a n d t h e 
s o f t w a r e t h a t G o o g l e uses f o r r e c o g n i s i n g " d o g s " as a n e x a m p l e o f " d o g " . 

Which would you say are the top 3 linguistics courses in the UK and why? 

T o b e h o n e s t , I ' v e ne .ver h e a r d o f a r e a l l y b a d l i n g u i s t i c s d e p a r t m e n t . I n c i d e n t a l ­
l y , I ' m n o t o n e w h o b e l i e v e s t h a t g o o d t e a c h i n g n e c e s s a r i l y c o m e s f r o m g o o d 
r e s e a r c h , s o d o n ' t a s s u m e t h a t a t o p - r a n k i n g r e s e a r c h d e p a r t m e n t w i l l o f f e r b e t t e r 
t e a c h i n g t h a n o n e t h a t d o e s less r e s e a r c h . 

Which introductory books/interesting blogs would you recommend to 
anyone wanting to learn more about linguistics? 

I ' v e t r i e d t o a n s w e r t h a t q u e s t i o n f o r c o m p e t i t o r s i n t h e L i n g u i s t i c s O l y m p i a d a t 
h t t p : / / w w w . u k l o . o r g / f o r - c o m p e t i t o r s 

-H-f--|--|--h + -|--|--h-|--|- + + -|--|--F-|--|- + + -|- + -|- + -|- + -|--f--|--|--|--|--f-|- + + -|--|--|--|--f + -H-h-|- + 

I am sure you mil agree that Dick's passion for his subject is contagious. 
What about starting a lesson by solving a linguistic problem^ Pupils do love it! 
The following link offers plenty of inspiring ideas for jou to try: http:11 
www, uklo. orgl breakthrough-workout 

V i r g i n i e D a l l ' A c q u a , M a n d e r P o r t m a n W o o d w a r d 
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